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Hey, I’m 
I love the handpan, and I
want you to unlock its full
harmonic potential! That’s
why I created PanScript™,
the ultimate system for
reading and writing chords.
Use these cards to master
covers, compose new tunes,
and always feel free to
share your magic with me!

Thanks so much 
for purchasing 
this pack!
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Imagine looking straight
through the card at your
handpan, the line shows you
which note to play

Reading PanScript™

If you don’t play with your
lowest note at your belly;
don’t worry! Just slightly tilt
the card to align it.



Ways to play

GROOVE

BUILD A 
PROGRESSION

Pull one card and play all the
notes in order: upwards,

downwards... then in
whatever pattern you like!

Choose four cards and cycle
through them repeatedly to

compose a fun chord
progression or groove.

Ways to play

TEST YOUR 
MEMORY

UNDERSTAND
EMOTION

Read a card once, cover it,
and then play the chord from

memory. Double check the
card to see if you got it right.

Find all the cards of the same
colour and play them one

after another to learn how
each chord type feels.



Ways to play

UNLOCK 
VARIETY

JAM

Sort the cards into letters.
Find out what makes a Major

chord different from a Sus
just with your ears, no theory!

Randomly pull as many cards
as you like! Put on a drum

beat or metronome and see
what musical ideas come! 

I've arranged these chord
cards in the order based on
what's most useful and what's
easiest to start with. This way,
you can learn at your own
pace. Start within one colour
and build up those decks as you
feel ready!

Blue / Red
Green
Purple
Orange / Yellow
Pink

Build up Slow



Blue  /  RedBlue / Red
Standard minor/major triads, three notes per chord.
Learn these first to get comfortable with the
foundational chords.

GreenGreen
Open, 5 , or Power Chords. Two notes only, skipping
the middle note for an ambiguous, open energy. Borrow
notes from another pan to fill them in if you like. 

th

PurplePurple
These 7  chords add an extra flavour and sparkle to the
chords you may already know. Have fun sprinkling these
4 note chords in.

th

Orange  /  YellowOrange / Yellow
These suspended chords trade the 3rd for a 2nd or 4th,
creating a beautiful tension and floaty feeling.  They
add dynamic depth to your playing!

 

PinkPink
You’re unlikely to use this strange diminished chord
much, but it’s good to know!

A chord is a combination of notes  
that create a specific mood or
flavour. These cards make building
chords easy! The PanScript™ system
gives every note on your handpan a  
number from 1 to 7.

Building Chords

Each card shows you a specific chord,  
which letters to play, and the
numbers (degrees of the scale) that
match them. You don’t have to play
all of them at the same time, it just
shows you all the options. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

D E F G A Bb C

1 3 5

D F A



Some handpans skip one or two
notes from a standard 7 note minor
scale. I’ve marked that, using a light
grey box and a dashed border. 

Missing Notes

4 6 1

G Bb D

This keep the PanScript™ harmony
system complete. These chords still
exist in the scale, and are implied on
your handpan, so you have the cards
for them. If you’re jamming with a
friend or have an extra instrument,
you can 'borrow' that note, but if not,
no problem at all! Your audience's
ears are incredibly clever and they
will naturally fill in the blank for you!

Rosie Bergonzi has been a teacher since
she was 15, and playing the handpan
since 2016. She fuses her classical music
background with a love of
communication and explanation. She’s
been teaching harmony and techniques
on her YouTube channel in her
signature  playful style since 2020. In
2024 Rosie launched her passion
project - The Handpan ChordBook a
free resource for covers using the
notation she created. 
Aside from handpan, Rosie works in
theatres, orchestras, schools and
hospitals as a percussionist and
workshop leader.
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